
GED Language Arts Reading
 The GED Language Arts, Reading Test is a multiple-choice questions exam, designed to 
assess candidate's abilities to comprehend, interpret and apply to real-life 
situations workplace and academic readings. Literary texts (comprising 75% of the 
content) include: poetry, drama; and prose fiction before 1920, between 1920 and 1960, 
and after 1960.
 Nonfiction Texts (25%) are selected from two following areas: nonfiction prose, 
critical review of visual and performing arts, and workplace and community documents 
such as mission and goal statements, regulative and legal documents, and excerpts from 
operation manuals.
 The chosen subject matters reflect the multicultural backgrounds, the diverse age 
groups of the GED candidates and the variety of experiences of the general population. 
The format used for the reading selections are coherent excerpts of works with a clear 
introduction preceded by a purpose question, a body, and a conclusion. Each selection 
is followed by four to eight questions weighted to test reading:

 comprehension 20%: referring to specific parts of the text or to the text as a 
whole measure the candidate's ability to extract basic meaning and the intent of 
the writing
◦ restate or paraphrase information
◦ summarize main ideas
◦ explain the thought or clear implications of the text

 application 15%: use information and ideas from a text in a situation different 
from that described

 analysis [30-35]%: break down information into basic elements and can require 
multiple or complex references
◦ draw conclusions, understand consequences, and make inferences
◦ identify elements of style and structure (by concept, not by literary term) 

and identify the use of different techniques, e.g., tone, word usage, 
characterization, use of detail and example, and figurative language

◦ identify cause and effect relationships
◦ distinguish conclusions from supporting statements and recognize unstated 

assumptions
 synthesis [30-35]%: put together elements and inferences that draw on vatious 

parts of texts to form a whole
◦ interpret the organizational structure or pattern of a text
◦ interpret the overall tone, point of view, style, or purpose of a work
◦ make connections among parts of the text
◦ compare and contrast
◦ integrate information from outside the passage with elements within the 

passage

 For example, a reading selection may be provided from a piece of fiction, such as a 
Chekhov short story. A synthesis question of the last type might include in the 
question a quote from the author about the human struggle. The question then might ask 
the candidate to identify an element in the reading passage that illustrates the 
author's stated philosophy.

GED Language Arts  Writing
  The GED Language Arts, Writing Test has two parts, which scores are combined and 
reported as a total score. Part I requires candidates to demonstrate the ability to 
interpret and edit documents by answering multiple-choice questions and in Part II 
candidates write an essay based on a given topic.
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 Writing Part I
 Content Areas:

 Organization 15%:  Organization questions require the candidate to edit and 
revise a document by adding, removing, or repositioning sentences. 
Organizational skills include effective text divisions (within or among 
paragraphs, forming new paragraphs within multi-paragraph documents, and 
combining paragraphs to form a more effective document), topic sentences, and 
unity/coherence.

 Sentence Structure 30%:  Sentence structure involves sentence fragments, run-on 
sentences, comma splices, improper coordination and subordination, modification, 
and parallelism.

 Usage 30%:  Usage errors may include subject-verb agreement (including agreement 
in number, interrupting phrases, and inverted structure), verb tense errors 
(including sequence of tenses, word clues to tense in sentences, word clues to 
tense in paragraphs, and verb form), and pronoun reference errors (including 
incorrect relative pronouns, pronoun shift, vague or ambiguous references, and 
agreement with antecedents).

 Mechanics 25%:  Mechanics problems may include capitalization (including proper 
names and adjectives, titles, and months/seasons), punctuation (including commas 
in a series, commas between independent clauses joined by a conjunction, 
introductory elements, appositives, and the overuse of commas), and spelling 
(restricted to errors related to possessives, contractions, and homonyms only).

  Documents consist of approximately 3 to 5 paragraphs (200 to 300 words) about:

 everyday workplace and community activities such as memos, meeting notes and job 
applications

 "how to" texts about topics such as writing a resume, securing a job, "dressing 
for success" and leasing a car

 informational texts, which provide an analysis of a particular topic, such as 
position papers and critical evaluations.

 Sample sentences and paragraphs may not contain specific errors but may still require 
revision for the sake of clarity or logic and questions are weighted in the following 
way: corrections 45%, revisions 35% and construction shifts 20%.

 Writing Part II
 Candidates are required to write an expository essay about a topic of general 
knowledge in 45 minutes, in which they would plan their essays, make notes before 
writing, draft their essay and revise it on the two-lined pages in the answer booklet 
to be scored based on a four-point scale as defined in the Official GED Essay-Scoring 
Guide: (4) effective, (3) adequate, (2) marginal, or (1) inadequate.

Inadequate:
Reader has difficulty 
identifying or 
following the writer's 
ideas

Marginal:
Reader occasionally 
has difficulty 
understanding or 
following  writer's 
ideas

Adequate:
Reader 
understands 
writer's ideas

Effective:
Reader understands 
and easily follows 
writer's 
expression of 
ideas

Response to 
the Prompt

Attempts to address 
prompt but with little 
or no success in 
establishing a focus

Addresses the 
prompt, though the 
focus may shift

Uses the 
writing prompt 
to establish a 
main idea

Presents a clearly 
focused main idea 
that addresses the 
prompt
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Organization
Fails to organize 
ideas

Shows some evidence 
of an 
organizational plan

Uses an 
identifiable 
organizational 
plan

Establishes a 
clear and logical 
organization

Development 
and Details

Demonstrates little or 
no development; 
usually lacks details 
or examples or 
presents irrelevant 
information

Has some 
development but 
lacks specific 
details; may be 
limited to a 
listing, 
repetitions, or 
generalizations

Has focused 
but 
occasionally 
uneven 
development; 
incorporates 
some specific 
detail

Achieves coherent 
development with 
specific and 
relevant details 
and examples

sentence 
structure &
conventions 
of Edited 
American 
English

minimal or none  inconsistent generally OK consistent

Word Choice

Exhibits weak and/or 
inappropriate words

Exhibits a narrow 
range of word 
choice, often 
including 
inappropriate 
selections

Exhibits 
appropriate 
word choice

Exhibits varied 
and precise word 
choice

 The GED Testing Service defines the five major criteria or descriptors that are used in 
evaluating an essay as follows:

 Response to prompt: candidate's response to the topic, including whether or not the 
focus of the response shifted

 Organization: candidate had a clear idea about what he or she would write and was 
able to establish a definable plan for writing the essay

 Development and details: ability to explain and elaborate on initial concepts or 
statements through the use of examples and specific details rather than using lists 
or reiterating the same information

 Conventions of Edited American English: appropriate use of edited written English, 
including the application of the basic rules of grammar

 Word choice: use of appropriate words to express an idea

 Frequently Asked Questions About The GED Language Arts, Write Test, Part II Essay

 1) How are the GED Language Arts, Writing Test essays scored?
 The GED Language Arts, Writing Test essays are scored on a 4-point holistic scale.
 Two trained essay readers read each essay and score based on the overall impression. 
The overall impression of each paper is based on five areas:

 Does the paper respond to the assigned prompt—did the candidate use the topic on 
the test? 

 Can the reader see or follow an organized plan for development? 
 Are there specific and relevant details to support the paper's focus? 
 Are the conventions of language (grammar, usage, and mechanics) generally 

followed? 
 Is the word choice precise, varied, and appropriate? 

 The two readers' scores are then averaged. If the essay receives a score of 2 or 
higher, the essay score is combined with the multiple-choice score to form a 
composite. If a candidate receives on the essay a score of 1 or 1.5, there will be no 
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composite score, and the candidate must retake both the multiple-choice and essay 
portion of the test.
 Please note that individual essay scores are not reported. On the composite score, 
the multiple-choice results represent 65 percent of the composite, and the essay 
represents 35 percent.
 2) What is the passing score for the essay?
 A GED candidate must earn a score of 2 or higher on the GED Language Arts, Writing 
Test, Part II essay in order to receive a composite score and obtain a passing score.
 A candidate needs a 2 or higher to earn a passing score. States may set a composite 
passing score (multiple-choice and essay) that is higher than the current minimum GED 
passing score of 410. The composite passing score cannot be set lower than the GEDTS 
minimum standard.
 3) When I receive my score, how can I tell if I earned a 2 or higher on my essay?
 If you receive a Writing score that is more than 200 but less than 410, you have 
earned a 2 (minimum passing score on the 4-point scale) on your essay. However, you 
did not score high enough on the multiple-choice section to earn the composite passing 
score of 410.
 If you received a "0" or a single or double asterisk (* or **) on your transcript, 
then you did not earn a 2 on your essay. Note: A single asterisk (*) indicates that 
you did not write on the assigned topic and your response was recorded as "off topic."
 If a low essay score kept you from passing, you will still have to retake both parts 
of the GED Language Arts, Writing Test. You may benefit from additional preparation 
before retaking the test.
 In addition to the Official GED Practice Tests, which are available through education 
publisher Steck-Vaughn, GED candidates can find other preparation guides at their 
local libraries, bookstores, and retail web sites.
 4) I remember how my teachers used to score essays in school. How do GED essay 
readers score papers? What do they consider the most important elements of good 
writing?
 Good writing needs a focus, organization, and development with specific and relevant 
examples, details, and explanations. You'll see these elements at the top of our 
scoring guide. Our readers are especially concerned with the development that supports 
a focus. They do not, however, look for specific errors in grammar, usage, and 
mechanics—they don't score with the same elements in mind that a classroom teacher 
would.
 Errors in grammar, mechanics, and syntax would affect a score only if they are so 
numerous that they hinder the essay reader from understanding and following the 
writer's ideas. Consequently, writers need to minimize errors so that they don't 
distract the readers from the ideas in the paper.
 5) Will a specific number of errors in grammar, usage, and mechanics lower my essay 
score?
 The readers who score the GED essay are looking for an overall impression. The 
descriptors on the scoring guide shape that overall impression.
 If there are so many errors that the reader has difficulty understanding and 
following the writer's ideas, then those combined errors will affect the score given 
to the essay.
 6) What will the essay topic ask me to do? Can I find out what past topics have been 
on the writing test? Do I need any prior preparation for the essay?
 Candidates will be asked to write on a topic of general interest. The topics are 
brief and generally ask the candidates to state their views about a subject and 
support their statements with examples from their own observation, knowledge, or 
experience.
 GED does not release its essay topics; however, Steck-Vaughn, a publisher of adult 
education materials, produces the Official GED Practice Tests and offers materials to 
help candidates study and prepare for the tests. GED candidates can find other 
preparation guides at their local libraries, bookstores, and retail web sites.
 7) When I took the Official GED Practice Tests, I found that the essay question was 
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not really a question. Why not?
 The essay topic is a statement to prompt or help you begin to write about a topic. 
All of the topics are general enough that you will need only your own knowledge, 
experience, or observations to respond. The topics are expository, which means that 
they ask you to explain or clarify a subject.
 8) Does GED offer programs to help prepare GED candidates to write essays for the GED 
Language Arts, Writing Test? Where can I get help with writing essays?
 GED only develops the tests for the states and Canadian provinces and territories and 
does not offer test preparation. You may find it beneficial, especially if you have 
been away from academic writing for some time, to enroll in a review course and take 
the Official GED Practice Tests so that you can get feedback on your writing. There 
are several study guides available in local bookstores and libraries.
 You may also want to check GED's web site: www.gedtest.org (go to the section labeled 
"Prospective GED Test-Takers"). Call 1-800-62-MYGED (626-9433) to locate the testing 
center closest to you. The center can tell you where to find an instructional program 
in your area or one that best fits your needs.
 9) The older form of the GED Writing Test provided a recommended word count for the 
essay. How long does my essay have to be?
 GEDTS no longer recommends a specific word count for the essay. Your response should 
be long enough to adequately address the essay topic. The only specific requirement 
for the essay's length is that it must be written only on the two lined sides of the 
answer sheet booklet. Essay readers will not read additional pages.
 10) Writing textbooks don't always agree on the same point. For example, one book 
will tell writers to use a comma after each item in a series (e.g., coffee, eggs, 
juice, and toast), but another book might tell writers to omit the last comma before 
the conjunction (e.g., coffee, eggs, juice and toast.). Which is correct? Will essay 
readers give me a lower score?
 Both of the above comma usages are correct. Most English teachers will agree that the 
comma before the "and" is optional; however, the writer must be consistent. If the 
writer omits the comma before "and," then he or she must omit it every time there is a 
series of three or more items. Similarly, if a comma is used before the last item in a 
series, then the writer must use it in all instances. Consistency is the key.
 As a side note, multiple-choice questions on the GED Language Arts, Writing Test, 
Part I do not test comma use between the next-to-last and last items in a series. 
However, the comma between the first two items (in a series of three or more items) 
will be tested.
 11) The GED essay-scoring guide refers to "the conventions of EAE." What is EAE?
 Edited American English (EAE) refers to those conventions of grammar, usage, and 
mechanics to which writers and speakers adhere in order to communicate effectively. In 
1997, the GED Writing Test Specifications Committee adopted EAE as the norm for the 
variety of English that is most used by educated speakers of the language.
 For writers, the significance is that they still must employ a style, grammar, and 
usage that allows a mutual level of comprehension and understanding among educated 
speakers and writers. For example, EAE still governs when to use who or whom, is or 
are, pronoun forms, verb form and verb tense, adjective or adverb forms, parallel 
constructions, and sentence structure.
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